
MANU CHAO

Free ‘Alto Arizona’ Concert 

Phoenix, Arizona 21st September

Manu Chao will perform a concert in Phoenix, Arizona on 21st September to protest against anti-immigrant policies that have made the state of Arizona a “capital of prejudice.” The free concert will be held in collaboration with the National Day Laborer Organising Network, whose ‘Alto Arizona’ campaign is part of an ongoing effort to bring visibility, recognition, dignity and healing to migrants who have been targets of hate in Arizona and around the world.

Last year, Arizona passed Senate Bill 1070, the most anti-immigrant legislation the US has seen in a generation. The passage of SB 1070 by the House of Representatives in Arizona will have chilling repercussions if signed into law by Governor Brewer. The bill dramatically expands police powers to stop, question and detain individuals for not having proper identification, a move that will instigate racial profiling and drive a wedge between groups. The law is currently being blocked by a federal judge.

As the son of parents who fled Franco’s Spain, Chao can personally relate to the discrimination and displacement experienced under aggressive governance. “For the past year, we’ve carried the people of Arizona in our hearts as we witnessed them suffer under such ignorant laws” says Chao. “We’ll be proud to perform with the community to show that love can conquer hate.”

“We are pleased Manu Chao will join the struggle of humble and persecuted

migrants in Arizona. His music is universal and constitutes a direct repudiation of intolerance and the systematic persecution of migrants not just in Arizona but beyond its borders.” explains Pablo Alvarado, Director of the National Day Laborer Organising Network. “We’re honoured to partner on an ‘Alto Arizona’ concert to help turn the tide on hatred. And Manu Chao’s music is a valuable reminder that the struggle for human dignity is not just fought for, it’s also celebrated.”
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